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TRANSPLANT NURSES FORM
SPECIAL INTEREST GROUP
A special interest group for trans-
plant nurses has been established
within ASBMT.
The transplant nurses have had
their own three-day track of educa-
tional sessions at the BMT Tandem
Meetings for a number of years, but
have never formally organized a spe-
cial interest group. The SIG will con-
tinue to develop sessions for the
annual meeting, but also address the
unique professional needs of trans-
plant nurses year round, and will
have a role in relevant ASBMTcommit-
tees.
Members of the first coordinating
committee for the transplant nurses
SIG are:
 Kim Schmit-Pokorny, RN, MSN,
OCN, University of Nebraska
Medical Center, Omaha
 D. Kathryn Tierney, RN, PhD, Stan-
ford University Medical Center
 Rosemary Ford, RN, BSN, OCN,
Seattle Cancer Care Alliance
Membership in the SIG is open to
any ASBMT member. Transplant
nurses can join ASBMT as Affiliate
Members, with $125 annual dues
that includes a subscription to Biology
of Blood and Marrow Transplanta-
tion.
A membership application can be
downloaded from the ASBMT Web
site at www.asbmt.org.NMDP UNVEILS ‘BE THE MATCH’
AS NEW NAME FOR REGISTRY
The National Marrow Donor Pro-
gram (NMDP) has introduced ‘‘Be
the Match’’ as a new name for its mar-
row donor and cord blood registry.
The newly adopted name is part of
a campaign to more aggressively mar-
ket the registry’s mission, increase the
size of its database of adult donors
and cord blood units, and grow the
organization’s commitment to new
and existing members.892The 21-year-old NMDP is one of the
nation’s largest health care nonprofit
organizations. But independent mar-
ket research has shown unsatisfactory
public awareness of the organization
and its role in supporting thousands
of leukemia and lymphoma patients
and others with life-threatening dis-
eases that can be treated with an
unrelated bonemarrow or cord blood
transplant. ‘‘Be The Match’’ is the regis-
try’s new call to action.
Seventy percent of patients in need
of a transplant donot have amatching
donor in their family. They depend on
the NMDP to find amatch – and a sec-
ond chance at life. While many pa-
tients do find the life-saving match
they need each year, more donors
are needed, especially those from
racially and ethnically diverse commu-
nities.
The launch of Be The Match will in-
clude national and local public
outreach efforts including events, tar-
geted advertising, social media activi-
ties and a redesigned Web site at
www.BeTheMatchlorg. As part of
the launch, the NMDP also will
increase communications with regis-
try members to help build a greater
sense of community, participation
and purpose.
The National Marrow Donor Pro-
gram will remain the name for the or-
ganization that operates the Be The
Match Registry and partners with
a global network of leading hospitals,
blood centers, cord blood banks, lab-
oratories and recruiters. The NMDP
will continue to facilitate transplants
worldwide, conduct research to im-
prove survival and quality of life, and
provide education and support ser-
vices to health care professionals and
patients.12 YOUNG CLINICIANS SELECTED
FOR CLINICAL TRAINING COURSE
Twelve young clinicians and investi-
gators have been selected to partici-
pate in the third annual ASBMTTransplant Clinical Research Training
Course, to be held July 15-20 in Park
City, Utah.
The five-day course assists fellows
and young faculty in career paths
toward successful clinical research
in blood and marrow transplanta-
tion. The participants were selected
competitively from among submit-
ted applications, each including
a proposed research project.
Major funding for the clinical
research training course is being pro-
vided by Genzyme Corporation, Mil-
lennium Pharmaceuticals, Otsuka
America Pharmaceuticals, Roche and
Therakos.
The selected scholars are:
 John Craddock, MD, Baylor Col-
lege of Medicine
 Edward Anthony Faber, DO, MS,
University of Nebraska
 Jenna Goldberg, MD, Memorial
Sloan-Kettering Cancer Center
 Yubin Kang, MD, Duke University
 Holbrook Kohrt, MD, PhD, Stanford
University School of Medicine
 Caridad Martinez, MD, Texas Chil-
dren’s Hospital
 Kenneth Micklethwaite, PhD,
Baylor College of Medicine
 Poliana Alves Patah, MD, Hospital
Siro-Libaneˆs, Sa˜o Paulo
 Attaphol Pawarode, MD, University
of Michigan
 Pablo Antonio Ramirez, MD,
University of Minnesota
 Leandro de Padua Santo Silva,
MD, M.D. Anderson Cancer
Center
 Elizabeth Thiel, MD, MS, Children’s
Hospital of Wisconsin
The course directors are Nelson
Chao, MD, of Duke University and
Stella Davies, MD, PhD, of Cincinnati
Children’s Hospital. They, together
with 10 other faculty members, will
lead the sessions, as well as share their
career stories and counsel. Free time
for rest, recreation and creative think-
ing is built into the schedule.
